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SUBJECT: BRITISH DECISION TO POSTPONE ARMS TO SOMALIA 

REF: LONDON 13672 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVE CALLED AT DEPARTMENT 
AUG 16 TO PROVIDE DETAILS ON DECISION, GIVEN SOMALI ARMS 
DEL, NOT TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA UNTIL PRESENT ETHIOPIAN/ 
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SOMALI SITUATION SETTLED. REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT ONE 
MAJOR CONSIDERATION WAS THE LIKELY EFFECT ON NEIGH 
BORING COUNTRIES OF ANY BRITISH ARMS SUPPLY WHILE 
FIGHTING WAS GOING ON IN ETHIOPIA, BUT THAT THOUGH THE 
BRITISH WERE DETERMINED TO DEFER THE DECISION UNTIL 
THERE WAS A SETTLEMENT OF THE SITUATION IN THE OGADEN, 

THE EVENTUAL SALE OF ARMS WAS NOT RULED OUT WHEN THE 
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SETTLEMENT WAS ACHIEVED. 

2. WHEN TOLD OF THE DECISION, THE SOMALI ARMS DELEGATION 
REPLIED BY DENYING THAT SOMALI TROOPS WERE IN THE 
OGADEN. THEY INSISTED THAT BY DEFERRING THE DECISION, 

THE BRITISH WERE LEAVING THE WAY OPEN TO FURTHER SOVIET 
INFLUENCE. THE SOMALIS BELITTLED THE OAU ABILITY TO 
ACHIEVE A SETTLEMENT, SAYING THAT THE DAY HAD PASSED 
WHEN THE OAU COULD ACHIEVE UNANIMITY. THEY ALSO INSISTED 
THAT THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT DESIRED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS 

WITH KENYA AND INSISTED THAT THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT MADE 
A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SOMALI/ETHIOPIAN BOUNDARY 
AND THE BOUNDARY WITH KENYA. 

3. THE BRITISH HAVE TOLD THE KENYANS THAT THEIR APPRE- 
HENSIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN ARRIVING AT 
THIS DECISION. BRITISH INFORMED US THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
WAIYAKI APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY HIS SECURITY 
ADVISORS AND BELIEVES THAT IMMEDIATE SUPPLY OF ARMS TO 
SOMALIS IS NOT IN KENYA'S BEST INTEREST. THE KENYANS 

ALSO REPORTEDLY ASKED FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER DE GUIRINGAUD 
FOR ARMS, BUT WERE REFUSED. VANCE 
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